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The four steps to selecting a high school

Overview
Selecting a high school is an important decision that has big implications for a student’s
college and career readiness. Our High School Success Program exists to (1) provide
scholars and families with information about all of the high school options available to
them so they can make informed, careful decisions and (2) support scholars and families
in applying for and enrolling in high schools that will meet their needs well. Click here for
a presentation about available high school options and the high school application
process.

How does high school enrollment work in Springfield?
The SPS balloting process is similar to a charter school lottery with a few key differences.
The primary one being that there is some
choice and some chance built into the
system. Families are asked to rank order their
school choices and then a lottery is employed
for school assignments. Home
address/boundaries as they exist for SPS
elementary school assignments do not play a
role. Previous school performance or qualifications do not play a role with the exception
of Putnam and Springfield Honors Academy which have additional admission
requirements. In order to attend either of those schools, there are criteria that students
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10PA8rMgk_hkt9Ki-OtPFQCh1DDIfIyI8SBC9Nf9rsQQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10PA8rMgk_hkt9Ki-OtPFQCh1DDIfIyI8SBC9Nf9rsQQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10PA8rMgk_hkt9Ki-OtPFQCh1DDIfIyI8SBC9Nf9rsQQ/edit?usp=sharing


must meet in order to select them as a choice during balloting. Click here for more
details and guidance about the balloting process. Click here for more information about
the requirements for Putnam and Springfield Honors Academy

What key dates should I know about?
Key deadlines, as well as an overview of important timelines for high school enrollment, are
below:

● November-January: Applicants for some
application schools open (Springfield
Honors Academy, Pope Francis, etc.)

○ November 30 - Early decision
deadline for Springfield Honors
Academy

● January:
○ Early January— Springfield Prep families will need to register online so their child

can participate in the high school balloting process.
○ Mid January — Balloting Window Opens. This window is open for 4 weeks and

there is no preference given for those who complete their ballot early.
● February:

○ Mid February — SPS Balloting window closes
○ Mid February (or early March)— Charter school application deadlines

● March:
○ March 15 — All charter schools must conclude their principal enrollment process by

this date (i.e., if you applied to a charter school, you will know whether your child
got a seat by this date. Note that there is a chance they could be admitted in
future lotteries).

● April:
○ Mid April— SPS High School assignments are posted
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v6m3oJ0DYJ7iBuvbakOwV681rPKd87prEgYb64aYADQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v6m3oJ0DYJ7iBuvbakOwV681rPKd87prEgYb64aYADQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vB-RXPPJfFe1nVkFgYYecjM7GOam3XZgC_JFR5UOgWo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vB-RXPPJfFe1nVkFgYYecjM7GOam3XZgC_JFR5UOgWo/edit
https://www.springfieldpublicschools.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=494689&pageId=875438


What’s important to me/my child?
The number of high school options can be overwhelming. There are some factors you
should consider which will help you to narrow down your list of schools, and find the right
school options for you. Click here for a list of questions to consider as you and your child
think about their high school options.

This matrix may help you to think about the different options available to you and what
matters to you and your child:
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1laAmTxIfViVDD66jweh-bR7ySIYeTnnabUVtwlgj2G8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1laAmTxIfViVDD66jweh-bR7ySIYeTnnabUVtwlgj2G8/edit?usp=sharing


What schools are available to me/my child?
Here is an overview of school types and schools available to your child. Click here for an
overview that provides more details about each school type.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OVGWzVcO3dShMkW7uM8APIWFISuRsTqIOhlisAxI_Vw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OVGWzVcO3dShMkW7uM8APIWFISuRsTqIOhlisAxI_Vw/edit?usp=sharing


List of schools to consider
Here is a list of schools to consider, along with an “at a Glance” Guide (developed by
Springfield Prep, a link to its Greatschools page, a link to its promotional materials, and a
link to its application. This document may be missing some options and/or some details -
make sure to check each school’s website to make sure information is up to date.

School* At a Glance | Website | Promo Video/Material

Springfield District Schools (SPS) (Includes Springfield Empowerment Zone Partnership (SEZP))

Springfield Honors Academy Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video | Overview |
Application

Springfield Renaissance Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

Putnam High School Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

Central High School Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

HS of Science & Technology
(Sci-Tech)

Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

Springfield Conservatory of
the Arts

Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

Duggan Academy Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

Discovery High School Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

Commerce Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

RISE Prep Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video (Materials not
available)

Charter Schools

Hampden Charter School of
Science (East & West)

Website - East | Website - West | At a Glance | Greatschools - East;
Greatschools - West| Promo Video

Veritas Prep High School
(new)

Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Material
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https://www.springfieldhonorsacademy.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FUy587UyfdPB6XoXfQF5MsqF8_38RYVmpEgIr2D97vQ/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_h2C_q3yAlmz4eKI93rLHEAMxeHp__px/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19-8IrGVaBEySMpdayT2EspZSAlfajg90/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-ZYN8U9Np_RVLhhRiAeESxLhFy41ARlX481ponDLkFP0QWg/viewform
https://www.springfieldrenaissance.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vqNXrABSgPN4DfPm6ObUqQmKjZpigChEGTokJChq_Jk/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/3250-The-Springfield-Renaissance-School/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjpSW3GTOwU
https://www.putnamvta.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D3_-ZPpsvFp-9qJ0p7S-1bvCBFIIUrx-Yyft8GG16gM/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/1562-Putnam-Vocational-Technical-High-School/
https://www.putnamvta.com/vocational-video-trailers
https://spschs.ss18.sharpschool.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wy0XkJ-pCldOmgVzNYTQo2cbbWmnxAipT7tESseKElw/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/1564-Springfield-Central-High-School/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0vvVVYSjDg
https://spshsst.ss18.sharpschool.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jsR7EdiS0XRyqq9Y2jcq_NVdPkk9kRFaVRU3wyVM5To/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/1525-High-School-Science-Tech/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9afzSr7Nj3k
https://www.springfieldconservatoryofthearts.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18EtJfMrQzEH1bRF5gMhUPRSyWYYkXBAMoS0D6i-Yl4E/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/6280-Conservatory-Of-The-Arts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ir9WyG_qUQ
https://spsda.ss18.sharpschool.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vsfj-ghGmUEQXhtWT1reIK4ZINMUnmJgcncnQBlrw8g/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/1566-John-J-Duggan-Middle-School/
https://www.facebook.com/dugganacademy/videos/why-duggan-part-1/1909562642548424/
https://www.discoveryhigh.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zVgGIprhVaA_5qtQ-yQDAfINHmDS7Ia0-sIDoXNvTL0/edit
https://youtu.be/VXAYdG_f1yI
https://hscommerce.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N7z_T443HcpTtw-7tUp2gjtpWimXUjfrKbrRiSR7F18/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/1540-High-School-Of-Commerce/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pXgty_NFsM
https://www.riseacademysps.com/
https://east.hampdencharter.org/
https://west.hampdencharter.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I5gtu1OTvJgBDD9533BjdOvXTBaz2feUMu3FYtSSA8I/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/chicopee/5312-Hampden-Charter-School-Of-Science/
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/west-springfield/6353-Hampden-Charter-School-Of-Science-West/
https://m.facebook.com/HampdenCharter/videos/1270033426400590/?locale=sw_KE&_rdr
https://veritasprepma.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hTgU-G6wqh_Dr8aDoHVX0p1yzlDL7-9XOgbCNj_Ft0Y/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/5416-Veritas-Preparatory-Charter-School/
https://veritasprepma.org/veritas-prep-high-school/


Springfield International
Charter School (aka SICS,
formerly Sabis)

Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

Baystate Academy Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Material

Libertas Academy Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

Pioneer Valley Performing
Arts

Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video

Private Schools (Includes Parochial Schools)

Pope Francis Preparatory
Academy

Website | At a Glance | Greatschools| Promo Video | Application

The MacDuffie School Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video | Application

Wilbraham & Monson
Academy

Website | At a Glance | Greatschools | Promo Video | Application

Metco

The Metropolitan Council for Educational Opportunity (METCO) program is a program
designed to “expand educational opportunities, increase diversity, and reduce racial isolation
by permitting students in Springfield to attend public schools in other communities that have
agreed to participate”. Students from Springfield may attend schools in East Longmeadow,
Hampden/Wilbraham, Longmeadow and Southwick-Tolland, through this program, and
transportation is provided. The application to apply for METCO is here and is typically open
between February and April for the following school year. METCO at a glance.

School Choice & Schools in Surrounding Communities

Some districts allow non-residents to enroll, if they have open seats. This typically requires an
application and a lottery process. Contact the district’s superintendent’s office if you are interested
in school choice. Read more about school choice on the DESE website.

Chicopee
● Chicopee HS Website (Great School Ratings)
● Chicopee Comp HS Website (Great Schools Ratings)
● East Longmeadow HS Website (Great Schools Ratings)
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https://sics.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17o1ILsodgpdqKA21ipF7I1IBcoW1Gh2VlfduFf9ltP8/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/26-Sabis-International-Charter-School/
https://bacps.net/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138_vAnSWPktpdoiITdp_Lu6OUvIS5za2KAUId8OEp8M/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/6218-Baystate-Academy-Charter-Public-School/
https://www.wwlp.com/massappeal/prepare-your-kids-for-the-future-at-baystate-academy-charter-public-school/
https://libertasacademy.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m2vNB14MKaGKKCW1H3clu6aCNTVsJoShAu_HT_JVTbQ/edit
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/6354-Libertas-Academy-Charter-School/
https://www.pvpa.org/
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/south-hadley/42-Pioneer-Valley-Performing-Arts-Charter-Public-School/
https://popefrancisprep.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18MSksfK__AdmUSTfxlvH1ZZP67WZxxoDVLAk5I1A9y8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/springfield/2088-Cathedral-High-School/
https://popefrancisprep.org/admissions/
https://macduffie.org/
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/granby/2185-The-MacDuffie-School/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5tji62irb0
https://macduffie.org/how-to-apply
https://www.wma.us/
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/wilbraham/2205-Wilbraham--Monson-Academy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BW6bKOotDq0
https://www.wma.us/admission/apply
https://web.springfieldpublicschools.com/METCO/SiteClosed.aspx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WuVkQYirPxaNeOIPKm5VI-8oYIGFr-E3sBCdvMRXbnI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.doe.mass.edu/finance/schoolchoice/choice-guide.html
https://chs.chicopeeps.org/en-US
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/chicopee/492-Chicopee-High-School/
https://comp.chicopeeps.org/en-US
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/chicopee/491-Chicopee-Comprehensive-High-School/
https://elps.eastlongmeadowma.gov/high-school/
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/east-longmeadow/576-East-Longmeadow-High-School/


Holyoke
● Holyoke High North Campus Website
● Holyoke High Dean Campus (Great Schools Ratings) (note: these schools have been

recently “redesigned”)

Northampton
● Smith Vocational and Agricultural School (Great Schools Rating) - Note: Springfield residents

are eligible for this program only if they want to study animal science or agricultural
machinery.

West Springfield
● West Springfield High Website (Great School Ratings)

Wilbraham
● Minnechaug Regional High School Website (Great Schools Ratings)
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https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/schools/holyoke-high-school-north-campus/
https://www.hps.holyoke.ma.us/schools/holyoke-high-school-dean-campus/
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/holyoke/830-Holyoke-High-School/
https://www.smithtec.org/
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/northampton/1272-Smith-Vocational-And-Agricultural-High-School/
https://www.wsps.org/our-schools/west-springfield-high-school
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/west-springfield/1741-West-Springfield-High-School/
https://mrhs.hwrsd.org/
https://www.greatschools.org/massachusetts/wilbraham/770-Minnechaug-Regional-High-School/


How can I learn more about each school?
1. The MA DESE School Profile Website is one place, but can be complicated.

2. Greatschools.org is a very helpful, family-friendly resource:

3. For some schools (new schools, recently redesigned schools, or schools “within”
schools), you may not find the information you need on these websites and we
recommend that you speak to us to learn more. This applies to schools like Veritas
Prep High School and Springfield Honors Academy.
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https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
https://www.greatschools.org/


How can you support high school success, beyond taking these steps?

What is the school doing to support our current 8th graders?

Springfield Prep is supporting students in a variety of ways:
● Springfield Honors Academy, Hampden Charter School of Science, Libertas and

Springfield International will make presentations to the 8th grade during the fall.
● Pope Francis High School - The entire 8th grade will be visiting Pope Francis as a

way to learn about one school type that is available to them.
● Veritas Prep - The entire 8th grade will be visiting Veritas as another type of high

school option.
● High School Counseling and High School Success Classes - Our High School

Advisor will provide classroom-based instruction and one-on-one guidance to
students and families.

Ways to get additional support
Feel free to reach out to Beth Bishop, High School Advisor, at
ebishop@springfieldprep.org for additional support.
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mailto:ebishop@springfieldprep.org

